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require your services any longer;” and,
in that ease, the officer would retire on his
pension, which the Imperial authorities
would pay. Butif he entered the colonial
- gervice he would draw no pension at all
but receive his regular salary, and on his
retirement the Imperial Government
would only pay him such pension as he
would have been entitled to had he
retired when the establishment was
transferred to the Colonial Government.
That was how he understood it. His
own advice—and he thought it was the
best advice both for the officers them-
selves and for the Government—wonld
be to dispense with their services, when
the transfer took place.

The resolution submitted by the Colo-
nial Secretary, approving of the terma of
the proposed transfer, wag then put and
passed.

IMPORTED STOCK AMENDMENT
BILL.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman), in moving the second
reading of this bill, said its object was
merely to extend the provisions of the
Cattle Diseases Acts to camels introduced
into the colony, and to any other animals
which it may be desirable in the future
to bring under the operation of the Aect.

The motion for the second reading was
agreed to in silence,

COLONTAL PASSENGERS AMENDMENT
BILL.

This Bill was passed through com-
mittee, sub silentio.

The House adjourned at half-past
eleven o’clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Thursday, 6th August, 1885.

Petition (No. 2) : Route of Blackwood Railway~—T.ocke-
ville Post Office—Bridges over the Swan—Fostal
Notes: odjourned debate—Water-Boring, Euela
Digtrict (Message No. 9})—Adjournment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
noon.

PrAYERS.

PETITION (No.2): ROUTE OF BLACK.
WOOD RAILWAY.

Mg. VENN presented a petition from
certain settlers styling themselves as
of the Central-SBouthern District, pray-
ing for an alteration in the direction of
the proposed Blackwood Railway, and
moved, That it be received.

Petition received and read.

LOCEEVILLE POST OFFICE.

Mzr. LAYMAN, in accordance with
notice, asked for a return of the number of
letters and papers that had gone through
the Lockeville Post Office during the
six months ending 30th June last; such
return to show the annual cost of mail
service between Busselton and TLocke-
ville. The hon. member said he found
from the Pogtmaster General’s report for
last year that the number of letters re-
ceived during 1884 was 2,636, whereas
the number sent was comparatively few,
only 804, which he thought went.to show
that the position of the post office was
not a convenient one for the settlers
round about. There could be no doubt
about that, and the money now paid for
the service between Busselton and Locke-
ville was almost thrown away.

The return asked for was laid on the
table.

BRIDGES, SWAN DISTRICT.

Mr. BROCEMAN, in accordance with
notice, moved, “ That an humble address
“be presented to His Excellency the
“ Governor, praying that he will be
“pleased to place on the Estimates a
“gum of £700 for the construction of two
“new bridges iz the Swan District.” One
of these bridges, the hon. member said,
was to be an entirely new one, there
being no bridge there at all, the Swan
Roads Board bhaving lately abandoned
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the old road and made a new line, cross-
ing at Helen's Brook. The estimated
cost of this bridge was £400. The other
portion of the grant it was proposed to
be spent on the bridge on the main line
of road between QGuildford, Victoria
Plains, and Gingin, where there was at
present a bridge, but it was very much
out of repair, and almost beyond patch-
ing. The Roads Board estimated the
cost of pukting this bridge in repair at
about £300. As the Roads Board grant
for the year was only £500 or £600 alto-
gether, it was obviously impossible for
the Board to undertake these works, and
at the same time keep the roads of the
districts in passable order.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) suggested that the hon.
member should wait until the Estimates
were brought in. There would be a
certain amount available for reads and
bridges, and possibly the Honse might
recommend that a portion of it be ap-
propriated for these two bridges.

Mr. HARPER suggested that mean-
while an officer of the Public Works
Department might be sent to inspect the
locality of the proposed bridges, and
report thereon,

Metion, by leave, withdrawn.

POSTAL NOTE
ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser), in renewing the debate upon
Mr. Steere's motion in favor of the intro-
duction of the postal note system, said
the Postmaster Genoral had reported to
the Government that there were certain
drawbacks to the introduction of the
gystem from a departmental point of
view. In the first place it would neces-
sitate a considerably additional amount
of book-keeping at the chief office,
and it would also mecessitate cash ad-
vances being made from the Treasury
to the various district post offices to
enable country postmasters to cash these
notes, which, Mr. Helmich submitted,
would be obviously inconvenient in the
present circumstances of the colony. The
Postmaster General thought that if a
reduction were made in the rates of
commiggion now chargeable upon money
orders, that would answer the object in
view ag well es postal notes, and be suf-
ficient to meet the present requirements

of the public. The question had been
twice referred to the Postmaster (General,
in February and in May last, the latter
occasion being on the receipt of a circular
letter on the subject from the Crown
Agents, offering to supply the necessary
plates ; but the Postmaster General was
still of opivion that the introduction of
the system would be attended with in-
convenience to the department, and that
it would prove unsuccessful in its work-
ing. Personally, he (the Colonial Secre-
tary) was in favor of the proposal, but,
in the face of the opinion expressed by
the head of the department, he doubted
whether it would be adrisable to press
the change at present.

Mx. STEE said he thought the
arguments used by the Postmaster Gen-
eral might be what was popularly called
“ knocked into a cocked hat,” for he did
not think they were valid ones at all.
As to the proposed reduction in the com-
mission at present charged upon money
orders, he had already pointed out that
it wns not so much the high rate of com-
mission as the delay and the dificulty of
obtaining these orders that caused so
much inconvenience in remote localities,
whereas a supply of postal notes of
various denominations could be kept by
people at their homes, ready for use as
required. As to its leading to an addi-
tional amount of book-keeping, he failed
to see how it would do that, seeing that
it was only intended at present that the
system should extend to those offices
where money orders were now obtainable.
Nor would it necessitate any great addi-
tional advances of cash from the Trea-
sury, as a certain amount of money had
already to be advanced to postmasters
for cashing post office orders. He had
always found that it was a very difficult
thing indeed to get-any improvements
introduced into the public departments
of thiz colony, the vis inertiw which
prevailed being almost insurmountable.
This was anothor case in point. He
thought his position in this matter was
materially strengthened by the sugges-
tion made by the Crown Agents, as to
the advisability of introducing the system
here.

Mr. WITTENOOM supported the
motion. He was sure the system of
postal notes would be of great conveni-
ence in the district where he resided.
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In a distriet like the Murchison, where
there was only one post office for miles
around, such a system would be a great
boon to shepherds and others having
occasion to remit small sums for news.
papers, periodicals, or other purposes.
Ha felt sure the proposal must commend
itself to everybody possessing any prac.
tical knowledge of the circumstances of
the colony and of the requirements of
bush life,

Mge. VENN said that some yeats ago
they were told that the system of em-
bossed telegram forms would prove a
great convenience to the public, but he
found on inguiry that at the present
moment there were hundreds of pounds
worth of these forms lying idle at the
post office, the public hardly ever ap-
plying for them; and he thought that

ossibly we should find ourselves over-
egislating in the introduction of this
postal note system. He understood that
only two of the neighboring colénies had
yet adopted it, and New Zealand. TIf
mtroduced here, he hoped the Govern-
ment would give the public ample notice
of its introduction.

Mr. LOTON said the system might
be attended with considerable conveni-
ence to the residents of country distriets ;
at the same time he did not think it
would prove such a great boon as the
hon. member whe had moved in the
matter anticipated. He understood these
notes would not be obtainable except at
post offices where money orders could
now be procured, and that they were in-
tended to be kept in stock at people’s
houses for use as required. The proba-
bility was that it would only be a few of
the {ea.ding settlers—owners of stations,
for instance—who would speculate in a
stock of these notes, for the convenience
of their men and their neighbors; and, as
a rule, people in the bush did not care to
have too much negotiable money about
their houses. The probability also was
that in a great many cases, as thesad notes
would only be of certain denominations,
people would not be able to remii thg
exact amount required. He did not in-
tend to formally oppose the motion, but
he did not think it would be found such
a great boon as the hon. member imag-
ined, and he did not think, if the system
were introduced to-morrow, there would
be any great demand for these notes.

Mr. SHENTON said the Queensland
system appeared to be the most conveni-
ent one. There these notes were of
various denominations, ranging from 6d.
to £1, and were payable on presentation
at any post office, having the same cur-
rency as bank notes. He did not antici-
pate there would be any great difficulty
in the working of the system here, or
that it would entail any great amount of
extra labor or expense. It had worked
well wherever it had been introduced in
the other colonies, and he thought if
would be found to be a source of great
convenience to people in country places.

Mr. BROWN said he would be in
favor of the motion, if it were amended,
to provide that the system shall only
extend at first to such post offices as are
also money order offices.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) pointed out that the intro-
duction of the system must be attended
with gome expense in the first instance,
and the House -must be prepared to
provide for that expenditure. As had
already been said, there were hundreds
of pounds worth of embossed telegraph
forms lying idle at the post office, there
being lit{le or mo demand for them.
The same thing might be said as to post
cards. Targe supplies of these cards
were obtained from home, at consider-
able expense, but there was very little
call for them, and he thought himself it
was very questionable whetlier the publie
would avail themselves of these postal
notes so largely as some hon. members
seemed to anticipate. He had mno in-
tention, however, to divide the House on
the subject, for personally he was in
favor of the proposal. Hon. members
were in possession of the views of the
Postmaster General on the subject, and
he was quite content to leave the matter
in the hands of the House.

8ir T. COCEBURN-CAMPBELL
said he believed it was he who first
moved that embossed telegraph forms
and postal cards should be introduced
here. So far as regarded post cards, they
may not have been used to the extent
that was anticipated; still they were
used to a considerable extent at any rate,
and were of great convenience to the
public. With regard to the embossed
telegram forms, the only reason, he con-
ceived, why these forms were so little
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used by the general public was because
the Government did not let the public
kpow that they were available. It was
no use getting a large stock of these
forms, and then stowing them away,
where nobody ever saw or heard of them.
As to the system of postal notes, from
what he had read of the operation of the
gystem in Queensland, it appeared to
have given great satisfaction. there, in
circumstances similar to our own.
The motion was then put and passed.

WATER-BORING, EUCLA DISTRICT
(MESSAGE No. 9).

On the order of the day for the con-
sideration of His Excellency’s message,
forwarding an application from the W.A.
Pastoral Association, Sydney, for assist-
ance towards water-boring in the Eucla
District,

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said hon.
members were aware of the nature of the
application. The company—who hold in
the Encla district, under pre-emptive
right to purchase, 800,000 acres, and
Crown leases to the extent of 5,215,000
acres, for which they are paying an
annual rental of £2,303 10s.—asked the
Government whether they were prepared
to consider a proposal from the company
to bore for water on the table-land north
of the Hampton range, at the joint
expense of the Government and the
association, such expenditure not to ex-
ceed £3,000 on each side. The Governor,
in his message to the House on the
subject, asked the Council to consider
whether it might not be well to expend
the sum of £3,000 set apart for water-
boring, in the schedule of the Toan Act,
towards aseisting private cffort in sinking
for water in the Eucla district; and His
Exccllency said he would be glad to
learn the precise terms which the Counecil
would ndvise, should the application
otherwise meet with their support. Be-
forc submitting a formal resolution, in
reply to His Excellency’s message, he
skould like to say a few words on the
gsubject. This question of boring for
water in the Eucla district come before
the House two ycars ago, and was sup-
})orted by the Government then, but was
ost on a division, and, from that time to
this, the Eucla district had remained in
about the snme position as il was then.

Capitalists had not come forward to fry
to sink for water on the table-land, and
the district was in no way nore developed
now than it was two years ago. The
land, however, had Dbeen held, and was
still held,—although this year it had
been a great question whether the lessees
would continue to pay for it or not. As
a matter of fact they did not pay until
after the date fized by the regulations
for doing so, and one company alene had
paid a fine of £800. He thought the
fact that these lessees did not pay their
rents until the last moment showed that
there had been grave doubts in their
minds whether they would pay them at
all, or throw up the land in despair. He
was afraid that the hon. member and the
public generally had not given this Eucla
district that amount of consideration
which its importance, as a source of
revenue, entitled it to. He found that
the contributions to the revenue, in the
shape of pastoral rents, received from the
various districts of the colony, were as
follows: the Central Districts annuall
contributed about £15,000; the Central-
Eastern and South-Bastern Districts
(which latter included Eucla) yielded
£18,000; of which about £9,000 was
contributed by what he might call HEucla
proper. The North District, that splen-
did territory represented in the House
by the hon. member on his right (Mr.
Grant), contributed £12,000 a year to
the land revenue; and the far-famed
Kimberley District yielded about £20,000.
Hon. members would see from these
figures that the Fucla District alone con-
tribnted a very fair proportion of the
land revenue, and, up to the present
time, it had never received, so far as he
knew, any assistance out of public funds
beyond the «£1,000 which was now being
expended on surveys in the district, al-
though, during the past three years, it
had contributed something like £8,000
or £10,000 annvally to the public rev-
coue. It was quite clear to his mind
that these lesseces were not going to pay
these rents much longer. It would not
pay them, in fact, to hold on. Business
men and capitalists now-a-days were nof
content to see their capital lying idle and
upproductive ; and the company whose
application was now under consideration
came forward, as o lnst resource, with the
proposal which bad becn sent down to
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the House by the Govermor. These
lessees showed their bona fides, he thought,
by offering themselves to contribute a
moijety of the expense. Some hon, mem-
bers might say that as the company held
their land on very cheap terms, and some
of it under a pre-emptive right to pur-
chage, we would be benefiting them very
largely indeed if water were to be found,
and that they would then be able to sell

their lands at & high price .and make
their fortunes. Well, he thought—as
he had said when this subject was
under considetation before— he thought
this was a very marrow way to look at |
the matter, If these people did make,
their fortvnes, the land weould not run
away. If they made their fortumes at
all they would make their fortunes by
developing that portion of cur own terri-
tory. The land, if sold, would not take
unto itself wings and fly away. The
country would be utilised, and the colony
would be benefited thereby. There were
about 40,000,000 of acres in the district
now lying altogether unproductive to the
colony,—except as regards what we
received in the shape of rents, which, al-
though in itself a considerable amount to
ug, wag yet unimportant compared with
the benefits which would accrue to the
colony if this vast extent of country were
settled upon. Therefore, he thought, if
by expending this £3,000 to the company’s
£3,000 the Government paved the way to
having the country settled—even although
a few persons did make their fortunes—it
would be a grand thing for the colony.
He hoped this was the view which homn.
members would be inclined to take of this
matter, and that they would not be dis-
posed to take a too narrow-minded view of
1t. The hon. gentleman concluded by
moving a resolution approving of the
sxpenditure of £3000, as suggested by
His Excellency the Governor in his mes-

sage.

%a[a. BROWN asked hon. members to
consider what they were asked to commit
themselves to. The Governor asked them
to set asgide the £3,000 included last year
in the schedule of the Loan Act, for the
purpose of boring for water in various
parts of the colony,—His Excellency asked
them now to devote this sum to assist
private enterprise, in one part of the col-
ony, to discover water on one company’s

land, and one company’s land only. Thal

was not the object which that House had
in view when it included that £8,000 in
the loan. The object which the House
had in view was that this money should
be expended in the purchase of boring
machinery, to be used in any part of the
colony, and, if required, to be used by the
settlers themselves in various parts of
the colony. He did not think it would
be good policy to depart from that inten-
tion. He did not think it would be to
the interest of the colony to appropriate

' this meney to assist one particular com-

pany, and upon lands not belonging to
the colony but belonging to the company
to be benefited. No doubt, to some

- extent, it would benefit other holders of

land in the district, to ascertain whether
water is to be found on this company’s
land ; but it would not bea direct benefit.
At any rate it would be a very indirect
advantage compared with the direct ad-
vantages that would accrue to the com.
pany itself. He must admit that his
1dea of liberality in this direction did not
go anything to the extent that the Com-
missioner of Crown Tands' idea of
liberality went. He desired to see the
lands of the colony developed as much as
any hon. member in that House did, and
he would offer the most liberal terms
towards the attainment of that object;
but that was a very different thing from
devoting £3,000 out of public funds to
assist one company to improve its own
land. He should like to see the Govern-
ment dealing a little more liberally with
our own people. It was not so very long
ago that a Western Australian company,
or a number of Western Australians,
mado o proposal to the Government with
reference to searching for water on the
Hampton Plains. They asked the Gov-
ernment to join them in their enterprise
to this extent: they were prepared to
sink for water and to keep an account of
the money spent, and, if successful, they
would not ask the Government for any-
thing, but, if unsuccessful, they wounld
ask the Government to refund 10s. for
every £1 they had expended in the
gsearch. That, however, was a Western
Australian company, and of course the
Western Australian Government de-
clined to enter into any such arrange-
ment with them. He thought, however,
it was desirable that the experiment
should be made in the Eucla District.
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He saw the other day that Mr. H.'

Y. L. Brown, a geologist,

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

who was' M. Fraser) did not think that the com.

now in the service of the South Aus-|pany, if they found water on their land,
tralian Goverument, and who had re-  would object to others as well as them-

cently made an examination of the|selves— people travelling with

stock

country adjoining cur territory, expressed L through the district~sharing their water;
it as his opinion that water would be;and he hoped hon. members wonld show

obtainable at a depth of 250it.
would be an uncommonly geod thing for
this colony, and it would be well to
make the experiment. He thought we
might very well sink in some part of the
district and see whether water was
obtainable at anything like that depth.
He should prefer the Government doing
this on its own lands and solely at its
own expense; but he should not object
so much to the present proposal, if it was
not intended to divert to the company’s
use the money appropriated by the House
last year, for general use, in any part of
the volony ; or if the experiment wers to
be conducted on land belonging to the
Government and not to a private com-
pany. The hon. member snggested that
the matter might be referred to a select
committes.

ME. BURGES said the question geemed
to him a very simple one, and he saw no
necessity for referring it to a seleet com.
mittee. The proposal, in ite present form,
might not be altogether acceptable to the
House, but he thought if it were modified
the House might entertain it. The gues-
tion now presented to them was whether
they were prepared to expend £3,000 in

assisting this company to discover water:

in a district where the discovery of water
would be of immense importance to the
colony; and although some hon. members
might object to such a large sum being
expended, they might not object if the
amount were cut down to £1,000 or even
£2,000.

Mr. SHENTON said he certainly would
be opposed to setting aside any portion of
the loan money appropriated for general
use for water-boring purposes, and to give
it to this company. He was in favor of
giving the company some assistance, and

le thought the essiest way out of the dif- |

ficulty would bhe to allow the company ome
year'srent. They were now paying £2,800

%

|

If s0, it | their sympathy with the company in the

enterprising spirit which they had shown
in the matter. He could not understand
this—he would not say dog-in-the-manger
spirit—but he could not understand why,
because no immediate or direct benefit
might accrue to others, assistance should
be withheld from a private enterprise of
this character. He thought no one conld
over-rate the importance it would be to
the colony itself if water were digeovered
in this otherwise magnificent district. It
might not be necessary to expend the
whole of this £3,000. If water were dis-
covered at a cost of £1,000 or £2,000 we
should only have to pay our proportion
of it. Once water were discovered, he
did not understand that it was proposed
to continue the experiment umtil the
whole of the money waa expended.

Mge. VENN thought it would be better,
as 8 matter of principle, that the Govern-
ment should conduct these experiments
in testing their own land, rather than a
private company's. It seemed a large
sum of money (£3,000) to vote ont of pub-
lic funds to assist one company, and he
certainly should be opposed to any diver-
gion of the loan money for such a pur-
pose.

Me. HARPER said there were a great
many settlers in the Central-Eastern Dis-
tricts of this colony who had for years
past been struggling against many diffi-
cultios, due to the want of water, and
those settlers were much encouraged last
year by the action of the House in ap-
propriating a portion of the loan for
water-boring in various parts of the
coleny. He should be very sorry to see
that money diverted from its original
purpose, and he should oppose it; but
he was strongly in favor of assisting the
private enterprise of pioneers in the other
way suggested.

Mr. CROWTHER thought the money,

& year as the rental of their lands: let'if voted at all, should come out of
them have their lands free for one year, ! general revenue; but he would have pre-
conditionally upon their expending the ferred to have szeen it devoted to en-

money in searching for water.
Forresr: We cannot do it.)

(Mr. courage and assist Western Australian

enterprise, which, as a rule, was not
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looked uwpon with much favor by the
‘Western Australian Government.

Mg. GRANT said these lessees had
done nothing but hold the land since
they got it, and they simply held it for
the purposes of speculation. Had they
attempted to stock it, and made a reason-
able effort to obtain water and failed, he
should have been the last to oppose the
proposal. Instead of that, they had not
spent o farthing, trusting to the good
nature of this Government to assist
them. As to throwing up their lands,
let them do so. He should be prepared
then to go to the extent of £20,000 or
£30,000 in proving the existence of
water ; but he was opposed to any public
funds being voted to assist mere specu-
lators, who, if they discovered water,
would only barter the land away.

Mgr. BURT satd he could not agree
with anything that had been said by the
last speaker. For fifty years past we
had had this large estate lying utterly
worthless, and it would have remained a
blank on the map to this day but for the
enterprise of strangers. A proposal was
now made to test the value of the country,
by a systematic search for water, and no
one could gainsay that if water should be
discovered we should bave a magnificent
estate in this Eucla territory. He went
most heartily with the proposal to assist
private enterprise in thus attempting to
_ develop our territory, even if at the sdme
time these people made fortunes for them-
selves. The land was of no use to us now,
and never would be if we depended on the
unaided efforts of our own Government.
He was opposed to any diversion of the
loan money, and thought this assist-
ance should come ocut of the general
revenue.

Mz. MARMION said they had been
told by the Commissioner of Crown Lands
how nearly the colony had been this year
to lose a considerable amount of rev.
enue, by the holders of land in this dis.
trict throwing up their runs; but, living
in the bope that some assistance would
be forthcoming, it appeared they had
paid a heavy penalty sooner than forfeit
their lands altogether : and he hoped they
would not be disappointed in their ex-
pectations this time. When this question
wae before the House two years ago, he

endeavored to fence the proposal around
so carefully that the colony, ae he:

thought, might receive the maximum
of benefit at a minimum of outlay,
and he suggested that, as soon as
a certain supply of water was obtained,
our proportion of the subsidy should
cease. Unfortunately, however, the pro-
})osa,l which was then put forward was
ogt, and the Governor in his speech at
the opening of the next session, referring
to the development of the country, said:
“The ultimate success of the Eucla Dis-
“triet still, to a great extent, depends
“upon the undetermined question of
“the water supply. The excellence of
‘“ the pasture over a large portion of the
“country taken up is undoubted."
In referring to this paragraph of His
Excellency’s Speech, mm the debate on
the Address-in-Reply, he {Mr. Marmion)
said he felt somewhat pleased that
he had been one of those who at the pre.
vious session of Council had advocated
the expenditure of a certain sum of
money with the view of settling the
question of the existence of water in
this district, and he then added that he
thoupht it was still unwise on the part
of the House that it did not vote a small
sum out of public funds towards a so-
tution of the problem, and that he
trusted it was not yet too late to do so.
He could only say now what he said then,
that if we desired to keep up the revenue
we were deriving from the Euela Distriet,
but which we were not likely to derive
niuchk longer unless some stops were taken
to discover water, it would be wise on
our part to agree to this expenditure.
If we settled the question satasfactorily
we might depend upon it that the dis-
trict was bound to become a fruitful
source of revenue to the colony. He
hoped the House would be inelined to
deal more liberally with the proposal this
session than it did two yearsagoe. He
quite agreed with the suggestion that, in
the event of water being discovered, a
public veserve should be declared around
the spot where it was found, so that the
company should not monopolise it after
the Government sharing the expense of
finding it, out of public funds.

Mr. WITTENOOM said he would
support the proposal conditionally upon
the grant being made out of the general
revenue, and upon such conditions as the
Government might consider it necessary
to 1mpose.
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Me. BROWN said he could not see
how, if we gave this assistance to the
present company, we could consistently
refuse similar assistance to any other
lessees in the same district. If the
scarch for water were to be made in
various parts of the district, the proposal
would not be open to the same objections,
and, if once water was found, the colony
should not be pledged to any furiher
expenditure. The hon. member said, if
progress were reported, he would be
prepared to move a resolution to that
effect.

Mr. MARMION said, as to other
companies making similar applications
hereafter, the answer to such applications
would be & simple one. If the search
now contemplated proved successful the
Government would simply say, “We
have done all we intend doing in the
matter; we have proved the existence of
water, and we are now satisfied.” On
the other band, if after an expenditure
of £6,000 the search for water should
prove unsuccessful, he ventured to say
we were not likely to receive many more
proposals of this nature.

Me. STEERE said he approved of the
terms of the resolution sketched out by
the hon. member for the Gascoyne, so
far as it went, but he would go further,
and provide that the locality where the
water was discovered should be declared
a public reserve.

Mgr. BROWN thought the compan
would object to that, if they bore hal
the expense of the search for water.

Mz. 8TEERE said that so long as
they could use it themselves, he did not
sea why they should object. He did not
think they ought to have a monopoly of
the water, after the Government sharing
the expense of finding it.

Ter COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said he was
glad to find that hon. members were
more inclined to favor the present pro-
posal tham they were the praposal sub-
mitted two years ago. He thought, now,
that they were within reasonable distance
at any rate of a practical solution of the
difficulty. Reference had been made to
the liberal terms and the special advant-
ages offered to the lessees of land in the
Euela district. So far as he was aware
there were very few advantages. They
paid exactly the samme rents as the holders

of second-class land in other parts of the
colony. It was true they had pre-
emptive rights, but, on the other hand,
they had no water, which was a great
drawback. As to any other companies
coming in with similar applications for
assistance, every application must be
considered on its merits. Thesa people
applied two years ago, and they now
applied again. He had beard of no
other appheants.

Mr. BROWN then moved that pro-
gress be reported and leave given to sit
again.

Agreed to.

Progress reported.

The House adjourned at a quarter to
five ¢o'clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Fridoy, 7th August, 1885.

Petition (No. 3): Governors of Colleginte School—
Establishment of Geological Department—Dupli-
enbion of Tele%nph line to_ Albany—Inspection of
Murroy River by Sir John Coode—Charges againat
Medical Officer, Guildford—Correspondence ro Ap-

intment Second Mistress, Perth Qirls” 8chopol—

tenm communication with Euclo—Werr on the
River Swan—Coerrespondence ve Constitntion of
Federnl Conncil—The Stamp Act and Bills of Ex-
choanga—Land Regulations (Messge No, 3) : refer.
red to select commitiee—Explosives Bill : forther
considered in committea—Northern District Spocial
Revenue Bill: gecond reading—Adjournment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
geven o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PETITION FROM GOVERNORS OF
COLLEGIATE SCHOQL.

* Mz. BURT presented a petition from
the Grovernors og the Church of England
Collegiate School, praying for a dissolu-
tion of that corporation and for vesting
the buildings in the Standing Committee
of the Chureh of England.

The petition was received and read.



